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URANIUM MINING 

595. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for the Environment:   
Will the minister - 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Will the minister inform the house of any recent developments in the move to mine 
uranium in Western Australia?   
Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for his question.  I note that yesterday on ABC radio the member called on local 
governments to declare their areas nuclear free.  That is certainly an issue I would support, and I think it would 
have the support of all members on this side of the house.  There has been an interesting development -  
Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I reckon the 1960s were pretty good!   
There has been an interesting development in uranium mining.  Yesterday the Leader of the Opposition finally 
declared his hand on behalf of the Parliamentary Liberal Party.  However, he was most definitely dragged 
kicking and screaming to declare his hand.  In August the leader’s predecessor, the member for Cottesloe, 
proposed a motion calling for debate on the issue in this house, but did the Leader of the Opposition support that 
motion?  No.  It did not even get up for debate.  When the issue was finally debated, where was the leader?   

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The leader hid behind the member interjecting, who tried to move that the debate be 
adjourned until today.  The Leader of the Opposition certainly has not been prominent -  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the members for Roe and Vasse to order.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  He certainly has not been prominent in this debate.  Perhaps the Sunday Times summed it 
up best.  I refer to a recent article headed “Deputy takes U-turn”.  It states -  

Deputy Liberal Leader Paul Omodei has taken the lead in the uranium mining debate, while his leader 
continues to sit on the fence.   

For the second time in recent weeks, - 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Vasse to order for the second time.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The article continues -  

For the second time in recent weeks, Matt Birney has been upstaged by a senior member of his party on 
the issue of uranium mining, . . .  

The Liberal Party finally held its long-awaited conference, which the leader kept hiding behind.  Boy, did the 
Liberal Party support uranium mining!  Not only did the party support uranium mining, but also it wanted an 
investigation of the use of nuclear power and it wanted Western Australia to become a nuclear dump.  In light of 
all that, the Leader of the Opposition finally said yesterday what he really thought.  If members will excuse the 
pun, I think the only metal that is really obvious in the uranium debate is the mettle of the leader, who is 
obviously a follower, not a leader.   
 


